iCTTMC TO NOSE YOU; Nathaniel Harr, I 2.e/Monti Pa*n Seeds, peeksout from under thejudges' table as he Isgreeted by a contestantatthe 13th

annulM

I'iii.hV-and ContestX the Gu«i CourtYarddotl3Worth Avenue in PaYnBeach. Photoi/Joth Mtdtia

PETS GET DRESSED TO IMPRESS

*Y PAOIA UKPA-ABSOVt
eivii turn

taiai arson . A 120-pound Bouvior d«»

timdrcsnaircd B * r wood out Among th*t»IS-
» dog*dressed up as apiu>on faraate,* t»*y
nurisi,ayachtcomnuvdoreand Anna Nicole
Smith™ jaoch*r. Virgie Arthur

Bear attended the 14thannual Pet Pared*
and Conteston Haim Beach’s ritzy Worth Ave-
nueon Saturday,but not tocompete. Afterall,
the 14-year-old dog had won several “Best in
Show"awardssince2003.

Hewas there to tell “‘astory of hope,* his
owner. Mlgrson Roscher Gardner,said. Bear
survived malignantmelanomathatappeared
on his left frontpaw ayearago. Anexperimen-
talvaccine recently sentthecancerinto remis-
sionandextended hislifeexpectancy, initially
diagnosedto be 90 days. Gardnersold. Every
twoweeks forthree months,Gardner drove
Bear from Palm Beach Gardenstothe Medxal
Centerin NewYork fortreatment,including
chemotherapy.

~lam so thankful 1hate Bear."she said. ’Big
dogs usuallydon'tlivethislong.Bear andlotie.
10,are ourkids."she said, referring to Bear's
mate.

On Saturday, most of the contestants
walked with theease of runway modelson the
small stagesetupinthe GucciCourtyard. The
Worth AvenueAssociation hostod the event to
remind patronsthaton the avenue,one 0/the
world's mootexclusive shoppingdestinations,
pets are welcome, said Jackie Slatkow. the
event'sspokeswoman.

“It has always been this way." she said.

ROYALTY:George the Pomeranian waits to
take the stagew th hisowner. Kathie Petrie, of
West Palm Beach, atthe petcontest.

builtio 1924 cAitsidea shop In the 300 block of

Worth Avenue.
Someofthehundredsofpetownerswho at-

‘tendod the eventsought some cfthe spotlight.
Betty Frances Saxe,ofBoca Raton,wore a

hat. On a leash was Frosty, her 3S-pound
American Eskimo, who wore a black-and-
white inmateuniform with a matchingcop.

"Hewasarrested foreating too many bis-
cuits,” Saxe sasd

Cindy Katcher has been photographing
wedding*for 26 years, sodressing up h- rshih
tzu dogs as a groom and e bride just .uule
sense,shesaid

F.vlan.7, looked comfortable in the black
tuxedo;Jasmine. 11,was dad Ina wtiHedress.
Katchercarried Evian'shatandJasmine's tiara
and veil. She also broughta white pillow to
serveasatray forasetofringsinajewelrybox
and twobiscuits, instead ofawedding cake.

Shcny Radix,of WestPalm Beach, dressed
herEnglishbulldcg Rodneyto look like VIrgk
Arthur.Ablondewigcovered Rodney's head
anda lightblue dresswrapped his body. Pic-
turesofAnnaNicole Smith, a toy shovel, fakr
620billsandabagofdirtdung fromthedress

'Hike todo topical things,*she said.

For Bradford Millerthe event was bitter-
sweet. He recently losthisdog. Rocky,acom
paroonof 17years. He missed not having hur
around and decided to mingle with other pet
ownersSaturday. A few monthsago he wrote 1
bookabout Rocky and what he learned frorr
their relationship.

~Hewas my life," he said, “t took him for
granted.When ho died. Ithit me hard. Withmy
book, Iwanttohdp peopledeal withthe empti
nesstheyfed whentbdrpetsdie.”

Poota latpc-AbboU can be reachedat



