
iCTTM C TO NOSE YOU; Nathaniel Harr, I 2.e/M onti Pa*n Seeds, peeks ou t from under the judges' table as he Is greeted by a contestant at th e  13th 
annu l M  I’iii.hV-and Contest X  th e  G u « i Court Yard d ot 13 Worth Avenue in PaYn Beach. Photoi/Joth Mtdtia

PETS GET DRESSED TO IMPRESS
*Y PAOIA UKPA-ABSOVt 
•ivi i  t u r n

ta ia i arson .  A  120-poun d  Bouvior d«» 
timdrcsnaircd B * r  wood out Among th*t»IS- 

*  dog* dressed up as a piu>o n faraate, * t » * y  
n u risi,  a  y a ch t c omnuvdore an d  A nna Nicole 

Sm ith '* iaoch*r. Virgie Arthur
B ear attend ed  the 14th an n u al Pet P ared * 

and C ontest on Haim B each’s  ritzy W orth Ave
nue on Saturday, but not to com pete. A fter all, 
the 14-year-old  dog had won sev era l “B e st in 
Show " awards sin ce 2003.

He w as th e re  to  te ll  ‘ a  s to ry  o f h o p e,* h is 
ow ner. Mlgrson R osch er  G ard n er, sa id . Bear 
survived m alignant m elanom a th at appeared 
on his left front paw a  year ago. An experim en
tal vaccine recently sent the can cer  into rem is
sion  and extended h is life expectancy, initially 
diagnosed to  b e  9 0  days. G ard ner sold. Every 
tw o  w eek s fo r  th re e  m o n th s, G ard n er drove 
B ear  from  Palm  Beach  G ardens to  the M ed xal 
C en ter in  N ew  Y o rk  fo r trea tm en t, including 
chem otherapy.

•1 am  so thankful 1 h a te  B ear." sh e said. ’ Big 
dogs usually don't live this long. B ear  and Jo tie . 
10, a re  our k id s." sh e  said , referrin g  to  B e a r's  
mate.

O n Sa tu rd a y , m o st o f  th e  co n te sta n ts  
w alked with the ease  o f runway models on the 
sm all stage set up in  the G u cci Courtyard. T h e 
W orth Avenue A ssociation hostod th e  event to 
rem ind patrons that o n  the avenue, o n e  0/ the 
world's moot exclusive shopping destinations, 
pets are  w elcom e, said  Ja c k ie  S la tk o w . th e  
event's spokeswoman.

“It h a s  alw ays b een  th is  w a y ." sh e  said .

ROYALTY: George th e  Pomeranian waits to 
take the stage w  th  his owner. Kathie Petrie, o f 
West Palm Beach, at th e  p et contest.

built io  1924  cAitside a shop In the 3 0 0  b lo ck  of 
Worth Avenue.

So m e of the hundreds o f p e t ow n ers w ho at- 
' tendod the event sought some c f  the spotlight.

B etty  F ran ces S a x e , o f  B o ca  R aton , w ore a

h a t. On a le a sh  w as F ro sty , h e r  3S-pound 
A m erican  E sk im o , w ho w ore a  b lack-an d - 
white inm ate uniform with a matching cop.

"H e  w as a rre ste d  fo r  ea tin g  to o  m an y  b is
cuits,’ Sa x e  sasd.

Cindy K a tc h e r  h a s  b een  p h o tog rap h in g  
wedding* for 2 6  years, so  dressing up h- r  shih 
tzu  d o gs as a  g ro om  and e  b rid e  ju s t  .uule 
sense, sh e sa id

F.vlan. 7 , looked  co m fo rta b le  in  th e  black  
tuxedo; Jasm in e . 11, w as d a d  In a  wtiHe dress. 
Katcher carried Evian's hat and Jasm in e 's  tiara 
and veil. S h e  a ls o  brou gh t a  w h ite  p illow  to 
serve as a  tray for a  set o f rings in  a jew elry  box 
and two biscuits, instead of a  wedding cake.

S h c n y  Radix, o f W est Palm  B each , dressed 
h er English bu lld cg  Rodney to  look like Vlrgk 
A rthur. A  blonde w ig  covered  Rodney's head 
and a light b lu e  d ress  w rapped h is body. P ic
tu res o f A nna N icole Sm ith , a  toy shovel, fakr 
6 20  bills and a bag  o f  dirt d un g  from th e  dress

'H ike to  do topical things,* she said.
F o r  B rad ford  M ille r  th e  even t w as b itte r

sw eet. He recently  lost h is dog. Rocky, a  com  
paroonof 17 years. He m issed not having hur 
around and d ecid ed  to  m ingle w ith o th er  pet 
owners Saturday. A  few months ago he wrote 1 
b ook  abou t R ocky  and w h at he learn ed  frorr 
their relationship.

•He w as m y li f e ,"  h e  sa id , “t  to o k  him  for 
granted. W hen ho died. It hit m e hard. With my 
book, I want to h d p  people deal with the empti 
ness they fe d  w hen tb d r  pets die."

Poota latpc-AbboU  can  b e  reached a t


