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From Rags To The Red Carpet

Mia's winning pJroto

Six  y e a r s  a g o , M ia , a  m in ia tu re  
d a c h s h u n d , liv e d  in  s q u a lo r  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  in  V a l e n c i a ,  

C a l i f o r n i a .  N o w  s h e  w e a r s  a  
S w a r o v s k i c r y s ta l  c r o w n  an d  w a lk s  
th e  r e d  c a r p e t , a s  America's Top Dog 
Model ™  2 0 0 6  C o n te s t  w in n e r .

fn  M a r c h  2 0 0 0 ,  P a m  
R u c k e ls h a u s e n  fo u n d  M ia  th ro u g h  
a  n e w s p a p e r  a d . U p o n  h e r  a r r iv a l 
a t  a  l o c a l  b r e e d e r 's  h o u s e ,  t h e  
R u c k e l s h a u s e n  f a m i l y  w a s  
V io m ficd  b y  th e  s te n c h  a n d  filth . 
T h e  f a m i ly  w a s  d is t r e s s e d ,  a n d  
e v e r y o n e  re tu r n e d  to  th e  c a r  e x c e p t  
P a m  w h o  w a s  in  a  s t a t e  o f  s h o c k . 
W h e n  s h e  g o t  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a r ,  P a m  
w a s  p r e s e n te d  w ith  a n  a d o r a b le  
b l a c k  a n d  t a n  m i n i a t u r e  
d a c h s h u n d , w h ic h  h e r  d a u g h t e r  
b o u g h t  w h e n  n o  o n e  w a s  lo o k in g . 
P a m 's  s i s t e r  c a m e  u p  w ith  t h e  
n a m e  M .I .A .  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  
" m is s in g  in  a c t io n ."

F r o m  d a y  o n e , P a m  fe lt  th a t 
M ia  b e lo n g e d  o n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  a  
c a le n d a r .  W h e n  P a m  d is c o v e r e d  
America’s Top Dog Model ™  2 0 0 6  
C o n te s t  o n  th e  in te r n e t , s h e  s e n t  in  
M i a 's  p h o t o .  T h e  t h e m e  f o r  th e  
c o n t e s t  w a s  " h o m e  is  w h e r e  th e  
h e a r t  i s "  a n d  th e  ju d g e s  d e c id e d  
t h a t  M ia  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
c o n te s t  th e m e .

M ia 's  g r a n d  p r iz e  w in n in g s

By Jo Jo Harder
i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o v e r  o f  
A m e r ic a 's  T o p  D o g  M o d e l 
2 0 0 7  C a le n d a r ,  a  f e a tu r e  
s to r y  in  New York Dog  an d  
Hollywood Dog Magazines. 
c u s t o m  d e s i g n e d
S w a r o v s k i  c r o w n  f r o m  
D o r o th y  B a u e r  D e s ig n s , a  
p e t  c h a i s e  f r o m  P o s h  
L iv i n g ,  p e t  p i l lo w  f r o m  
R ed  fo r  P e o p le  &  P e ts , o n e  
y e a r  m e m b e r s h i p  f r o m  
D o g  A c to r s  G u ild  in  N e w  
Y o r k  C i t y ,  a n d  a  d o g g ie  
d r e a m  h o u s e  f r o m  
America's Top Dog Model. ™ 

O n  A u g u s t  1 7 , 2 0 0 6 ,  
M ia  t o o k  h e r  f i r s t  p la n e  
r id e  t o  F lo r id a .

T h e r e  s h e  a t te n d e d  Dogs 
Days of Summer Fundraiser, 
a t  R o b b  &  S tu c k y  In te r io rs , 
in  B o ca  R a to n . A p p e a r in g  
a s  Queen for the day, M ia  

w a s  in t r o d u c e d  o n  th e  red carpel 
a lo n g  w ith  e le v e n  c o n te s t  f in a lis ts .

America's Top Dog Model ™  
2 0 0 7  winner w ill  b e  a n n o u n c e d  in  
M a y . T h e  t h e m e  is  T r a v e l  w ith  
S ty le !

Mia on Ihe red carjtet at 
Dog Days of Summer.


