Happy Birthday

Pinellas County Enters its 100th Year

By Sally G. Yoder

In the 1800's, as northerners trickled
south to avoid harsh weather, catch the
sun’s rays and get in an same develop-
ment of the pristine land here, visitors to
the peninsula were actually in part of
Hillsborough County-

In 1901. William L Straub, who came
to Rotida far his health years caiiier,
bought into a fledgling daily paper, now
the St. Petersburg Times, and soon set
abouta ‘campaign by pen,* pushing hard
to help give the Pinellas peninsula its
own identity including publishing
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the 'Pinellas Declaration of
Independence* in Rtbruary
1907.

Hillsborough officials,
reluctant us pan with the tax
base from Pinellas, staged a
verbal and written tirade lead-
ing to some hot and heavy
sparing. On May 23. 1911.
four years alter Straub’s decla-
ration. the Tunes headlines
read "lhc Most Remarkable
Political and Legislative
Victory in the History of
I-Iceidais now Consummated."
noting that Straub and his
compatriots’ battle was woet.
Voters raiiflcd the legislative action in November and on Jan. 1. 1912.
Pinellas County was offand running on its own!

The already incorporated towns of Tarpon Springs, Clearwater.
St. Petersburg. Dunedin. Largo. Gulfport. Pass-a-Crille. Pinellas Park and
Safety Harbor merged with the large unincorporated section and brought
the {stipulation to 13,193. Growth progressed ar a fastpace as citrus orchards
and farmsin largo and Seminole became a huge agneuiture asscu

W ith the opening ofthe Candy Bridge over Tampa Bay in 1924, tourists
began to flow into Pinellas and its beaches. At the time ofits opening, tbc

PINELLAS continued on page 23

Photo of the Month

Submitted by: Kerrie Campanile.
St. Petersburg. FL
Kerrie writes: *This picture was taken last
month in Cabbage Key on a windy day. liver,
birds can have a bad hair day!"
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Christmas Events

To Market To Market

TScreisacomon tbore arenatho 5i<iraaa toMoa rockms ‘rash prcduca. fcod winders, punts,
testa. and flowas, pars locn. artists aid car. venders. Putacre E diversity Intier sottrws Tic Ccray
Fresh Marka ISunuysl and B » Taceory Market m Hates* Output am crrwuner.tty ixatcd arena fcctl
step® and rastaurants n tier nashicthixds: tie Sacrlay Mukut at Horan P;sk it St. Pose Bruch and tha
Friday Mesnttn Markot at tic Tiaasaro
liand Cerensansy caster Parkcecs a
siccftnq topericora in aroUxad.
park sxttna Peer &0, tour uniqua
xr.ur.gs rake YOUr p>dt or sicp ad tour.

ivnacraw*oljm> suki

Hostdxrs itTlatra Varda qadicraa n Uiadowraim plan Dt*. 3tor tie tint annuel
Cislitres Tree Lccrang. Tha cowC was sorunadod try kids oswell as Tie Stand Ciapet
cnox Santawar tharo akingwtti local winders and toys wars ccUortod ter chanty At Hesen
Fark crowds gathtrad. Doe. 9. to watch the St rota Boa* ikjhtod Bee: Facade and ind an
decorated coos and wraeti®. Pcncoods from tie sate®won: to Mothers Against Drank Drivrw



