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Costumed as bride and groom, these romantic pooches are all set
Jor Halloween for a tret dowr the aisle].
Photo by Diean Payne

Bug-evad ond busin-railed thiz photogenic doggie
is ready for treais and perhaps a trick or two.
File photo



By Arden Moore

One of tha bizgest celebrated holidays — Hallowsen — 13 poing to the dogs i 2 big way. Are vou sithing down?
According to a 2012 survey condocted by the Mational Retzil Fedaration, Americans spent a record $370 mullion oo pet
coshomes last year

Mow;, that's a lot of knbble. The money spent also sizmfies the growing trend of homms dogs (and some highly
tolerant catz) into clothes howumds bound for costume parties here and all across the country,

Mesd a costame 1dea” Conseder visnwms the dizital 38-page catzalog of pet costmes on the website of Eubies
Coztumes, the world's largest desizner, manufacturer and distmintor of Halloween costomes and accessories, based m
Mehalle, N Y.

“Chrr top seller for thns year 12 the hot dog costume that features 2 bum on ezch s1de and fake mustard on the back,”
reporis Ern Braiz, m charge of national sales for the pat Ime at Bobies, “But our kot dog coshomes don't just fit
dachshonds. They now comfortabhe fit 2 tiny Chihuahns up to 2 Labrador reinever™

Direszing pets up 2= ghests, schon or soper heroes, witches, pumpkms, devils and lumble bees ranked amens the
mpat popular costuraes last vear

Here in Palm Beach County, we kmow how to party with 2 purpose and with style at events year-round. Ifthe
imvitation extends to our well-mannered pets, then the event 1z sven more beckoning.

“Hallowseen can ba a fim time for the whole faruly, but thers zre potential dansers and sources of stress for some pats
whan it comes to drezamg for the occamon ™ savs Jo Jo Harder, the Boca Faton fashion desizner who is the creator of
Ameanica’s Top Dog Model contest. “A pet costume must fit well and remam securely m place. Tight clothing can tmpar
circulztion and 2 loose cutfit can get tanslad or cover the pet’s ayes ™

The key 1= to kmow your dog’s personahty and not force bim 1o weanng a costume, adds Kemmeth Sommons,
veterinanan and cwner of Sramons Veterinary Hospital m Lake Worth. Each spring_ he sponsers Pawistas, a customar-
apprecizhon event that raises meoney for kocal pet chanfies. Some of the four-lezped attendess come m costomes while
others appear comfortable sporting only collars or hamiessas.

“Test vour dog's reactiom fo wearmy a coshume first at homee. Ifhe starts shabme his head or paane to remone hats
or glasass on s head, remone thess fems.” savs Simmons. “If he suddenly fraszss m place or drops iz head down, he
probably 130t a fan of wearng a costume.”

Sommwons sayvs fo aveld any coshimes with zmall wems, such as buttons, that eould e swallowed and choke a pet.

“Owpt for Velero attachments and never use duct tape to secure a costoma m place because voo can pull for and aven
tear 3 dog’'s skm ™ he adds.

Equally mmportant is to secore your pets m a safe, enclosed oo with plenty of pat amenrhies when vou answer the
door to dole ot candy to trick-or-ireaters. Smrmons encomrages you to give vour dog or cat plenty of exarcize 2 fow
hiowrs before the witchmng kour. Muffle the door bell sound by plavms a radio or televizion m that room and offer pets
some keep-busy fovs.

Definitely, keep the Halloween candy out of paw’s reach. Simmons reports an uptick o appomiments durme the
holiday sszson dus to dogs consuming chocolate candy 2s well as the wrappars. Chocolste contains thechromine. an
mgradient toxe to dogs that can cause diarhea, vonuting, nerve damagze and death. dependm= on the amount
consumied, s concentration {dark chocolate 15 the most danserous) and the size of the dog:

Final decoration tip: Forge wax candles and opt for battery-oparated candles, jack-o-lanterns and other Halloween
decorations that can stll dlommnats 2 fnghtenms theme withowt bumms whiskers or tails. If vou are forhunate to have an
outzome dog who dizs costumes, then consider selecting matching outfits to sport at this vear’s Hallowesn party omvite.

“Oime of the bigzest and newest Hallowesn frends m pet coshomes 15 to come as 2 couple m outfits for vou and vour
doz,” zays Caolaidhe Lundy, store manaser and pet fashiomsta of Barlane Balies, m Vancowver, Brtish Cohmmbaa.
“Last vear, for example | went 2= Prescalla Presley and my dog, Scotty, a Pelmese cross, went a5 Ehas. He can't sms
like Elvas, but he can sure daneal™

Last year, my dogs — Chipper and Cleo — and I were decked out as '8 rock stars, complete wath siriped lezpnes,
colorfinl medalhons and pmk wigs. 'm not sore which one of us sported the wadsst grim.

Arden Moove, founder of FourLepgsdLife. com, is an ol behavior corculton, editor cuther, profeszional speaker
ard mastar certified pet fivst aid instructor: Each week, she hostz the popular Oh Behave! show on PetlifeRodio. com
Lemrn more by visiting www fowrlespedlife. com.
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