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hounds can now head for the head or SignIn
Posted by Chris Felker on Septamber 30, 2015 at 10:30am
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Thres-year-old Yorkshire terrier Peaches,
who has been named America's Top Dog Modsi,
poses in a pet veligf area at Palm Beach International Airport.
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Peaches no doubt vill make regular use of PBIA s new pet religf arsas,
at the eastern and western ends of the abport.
Photos by Taylor Jonez/The Coastal Star



By Arden Moore

In Palm Beach County, October sipmifies the start of steady balmy breezas and the retum of a steady stream of
smowhirds from the East and Midwest states. Somme of our termporary rasidents will land at Palm Beach Infernational
Aarport with lots of suiteases and, of course, their beloved famuly dog or cat

Travelmg with pets 1= a trend that contimues to escalate all across the country. In fact, the mumber of people who bring
their dogs (and cats) along on road trips as well 25 on arplanss has nearly doublad in the past decade, zccording to a
recent pet oumers survey conducted by the Amencan Pet Products Association.

Fortunately for fivry frequent fliers, amrving and depariing Palm Beach Intemational Atrport just got a bit saziar —
especially on their bladders. That's bacause PBLA, recosnizmg the naed to cater to canmnes, recently created not one, but
two well-mamewred fonced-in pet rehief areas.

Smicker if you wall, but access to a bathroom espesially after a long fhght 1= a prionty among people and pats,
particularly 1f they havre mmcurred a turbulent flight.

Havmg once flown Chipper, roy 60-pound Husloy-golden retrisver mec, from San Dhego to Mew York Crty for a
media event, [ can attast to the benefitz of having an easy-to-find pet reliaf area at an airport.

“The response by the public to the opening of our pet ralief zreas has been great,” says Lacy Lueck director of arrport
markating. “There are zigns meide the tenminal: directing paople to the pet relief areas and cur =taff 1= ready to provide
diractions once you and vour pet deplans ™

Spacifically, the pet relisf areas are located at the sast and west ends of the main tarmmal, cutdeors on Leval One
(bazzage clamm level)l And, i frue PBC fashion, theza are being heraldad as “luwoery™ canme potty places. Each faatures
a comfy grazs and wood-chip area fenced in for safety with plenty of shade. And, of courze, each offers complimentary
dogev wasta dizpozal bagz.

Eeep in mind that PBIA 1s ranked the sixth-best airport in the United 3tates, according to Condé Mast Traveler. It has
a putting green mstallad for golf lovers, and now recogmizes the value of making companion animals fael walcoma.

“T think this 1z 2 fabulous 1dea,” declares Jo Jo Harder, chief axecotive officer of Jo Jo Companies and ereator of
Amenca’s Top Dog Model contest, who shares her Boca Eaton home with her dog, Fomeo. “Well-mameurad pet
travelers should have well-manicured pet relief areas where they can take care of busmess m stvle, as well a5 romp and
roll. We wouldn't want them to rum their “peticures,” wounld we™

To capture thiz canme amemty m Palm Baach County style, we turmed to a local canme calebnty — Peaches, a
Vorkeshirs terrier and the reipming Awenica’s Top Dog hMadel for 2015,

Pazches kmows Fide fazhion and iz one well-mannered dog. She and har pet parent, Clamre Spielman of suburban
Lake Worth, gracionsly accormmodated The Coastal Star’s request for a photo shoot at the PBIA pet reliaf area

Her Facebook page (Y orkae Peachy Girl) has more than 1,740 followers. On her page, I discovered that Peaches, 2 tad
over & pounds, appears to have a larger clothes closet than [ do and her fashion tastes are far superior to mine.

But Paaches 15 more than a beautiful-lockmg, strike-the-pose Yorkie. She also 15 a certified therapy dos (zeing the
Share-A-Pet therapy traming program} who dalights in visitimg kids regularly at the Palm Beach Children’s Hospital at
3t. Mary’s Medical Center m Wast Palm Bazach

“Peaches enjoys dogeie modalng and loves getting dressed up, but she truly loves brnzing joy to children at the
hospatal * Spielman says. “When we put on her little therapy vest, she gets excited bacausze she knows it 15 time fo vt
the kads.™

Peaches, now 3, has logzed mamy road males in her dual roles as a therapy dog and Ameneca’s Top Dog Model, but
has yet to sam her arrplane wings. That 15 expectad to happen nesct vear when Smelman and her hushand, Bob, plan fo
iy to the vacation destmation of Lake Tahoe m Califormia with Peaches meide an airlme-approved carrier.

And, Spishman makes thiz prediction to those fraveling m the cabin on that fioture fight cut of FEIA: “Peachesz will
be better behaved than any chald on that airplane. That, I can guarantee. Yes, she 15 2 girky girl, but she 1= very quiet and
very well-mammerad ”

Do vou fiy with vour pete? Have vou flovn in and out of PELA with vour pet? Please share your best travel tale (and
provide photos, too!). Send to arden@fourlegzedlife. com.

Arden Moore, foundsy o www FowLsggedLife com, is an animal behavior consultant, sditor, author, professional
speaker and master certjfied pet first aid instructor. Each week, she hosts the popular Oh Behave! show on Pet Life
Hadia com. Learn mors by visiting waww fourlszredlife com




