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Meet Trish, a Dog Who 
Survived Hoarding, 
Abandonment and Cancer
O n ce  w ithdrawn, Trish n ow  sp e n d s  h er days with h er fu r b ro th er and d e vo te d  
ow ners.
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Trish's road to  a new life began in early 2009, w hen she was rescued from  a dire 

hoard ing  situation in Pennsylvania. Trish was one o f ab ou t 90 dogs taken from  "a d o g  

rescue gone  w ro n g /' W hile  deta ils  are scarce, the  place w here Trish lived (m ost likely 

in a cage) had started as a hom e-style she lter th a t c o u ld n 't handle the  num ber o f 

anim als com ing  in.

W hen au thorities in tervened and seized the  animals, the  H um ane So ciety  to o k  

charge and pu t ou t a call fo r rescues to  take in som e o f the  dogs, which were m ostly 

Chows and C how  mixes. That's w hen Frances Pu, Trish's fu ture  pe t parent, firs t heard 

the story. "The call w en t o u t to  [loca l] C how  rescues to  take in and fos te r the  dogs tha t 

were no t qu ite  ready fo r the general p u b lic  to  adopt," Pu says.

A t the tim e, Pu a lready had tw o  dogs: a red male C how  nam ed M ooshu and a Chow  

m ix nam ed Cocoa. Because the rescue g ro u p  tha t o rig in a lly  fostered M ooshu was one 

o f several tha t answered the  call from  the hum ane society, Pu heard ab ou t the  dogs 

early on.

"I had tw o  dogs already, so I was on ly look ing  to  fos te r a fem ale because M ooshu 

d id n 't and still doesn 't like male dogs his size o r larger," Pu says.

O nce Pu g o t to  the  she lte r and started w alking a long the row o f kennels, Trish 

im m edia te ly  stood out.

"I looked up and dow n the row  o f dogs and saw th is w h ite  th in g  tha t seem ed to  be 

very cute," Pu says. "I saw her as I walked a long the  row o f kennels, bu t w hen I g o t 

close, she ducked ou ts ide  to  a part o f the kennel tha t I co u ld n 't see." In trigued , Pu 

asked to  m eet her.

Trish was a very th in  37 pounds when Pu m et her -  a healthy C how  o r C how  m ix should 

w e igh  in the  high 40-to-50 pounds. "She was in cred ib ly  cute, th o u g h , and qu ite  

friend ly," Pu says. Plus, she f it  Pu's criteria : she was fem ale. Pu loaded Trish in to  her car 

and drove hom e to  New Jersey.



The Bumpy Road to a New Life

A lth o u g h  Trish was g iven a clean bill o f health (aside from  her be ing  underw e igh t), Pu 

soon fou nd  o u t th a t the re  was m uch m ore g o in g  on.

"D uring  the  first few  weeks at hom e, I realized pre tty  qu ick ly  tha t she w asn 't house 

tra ined," Pu says. "I also found  o u t she was fo o d  aggressive and started fig h ts  w ith  the 

o th e r dogs over fo o d ." Because these issues w ere likely connected  to  cage liv ing and 

lack o f socialization, Pu de c id e d  to  take th ings slow and feed  Trish in a separate room  

or in her crate.

Trish had ano ther m a jor issue: aside from  Pu, she d id n 't really like any o th e r humans. 

"M y m om  w ou ld  visit me and we cou ld  not have a conversation, because Trish barked 

and grow led  fo r hours on end," Pu says.

Pu tr ie d  to  g e t her friends to  v is it to  help 

socialize Trish, bu t th a t d id n 't w ork  either.

"She barked and g row led  so fie rce ly  th a t my 

friends s to p p e d  com ing  and said I was 

ha llucinating, describ ing  a sw eet d o g  tha t 

n o b o d y  except me had ever seen," Pu says.

A t th is po in t, Pu m ade the  decis ion tha t Trish 

w ou ld  stay w ith  her perm anently. "I fig u re d  

anyone w ho a d o p te d  her w ou ld  return her 

w ith in  a few  days," she says. In a d d ition , Pu's 

o th e r dog , Cocoa, had been d iagnosed w ith 

a very aggressive fo rm  o f cancer tha t 

c o u ld n 't be trea ted, so the  tim in g  o f add ing  

ano ther pet to  the hom e fe lt right. "I de c id e d  th a t she was the  rig h t d o g  fo r me and 

M ooshu, and a d o p te d  Trish."



Trish's Many Surprises and Challenges

W hen no one else was around, Trish was sw eet and a pleasure to  have around. "She 

was also tha t rarest o f all th ings: a cud d ly  C how  w ho really was as cud d ly  as the te d d y  

bear she resem bled," Pu says.

Pu soon realized som eth ing  else: Trish was a very sm art d o g . "I soon fou nd  o u t th a t she 

can open doors because I le ft her in the  ba throom  and w en t ou t on a b r ie f errand and 

she g ree te d  me at the  d o o r to  the garage a long w ith  the o th e r tw o  do gs  w hen I g o t 

h o m e /' Pu says. "I also fo u n d  o u t she can ge t ou t o f d o g  crates because the same th ing  

happened when I p u t her in a crate and le ft the  house briefly."

Eventually, Pu m et som ebody. "D esp ite  the fact tha t she barked and g ro w le d  at him  fo r 

hours the firs t tim e  he cam e over, he kept com ing back," Pu says. It to o k  tw o  years o f 

da ting  and the  boyfriend  m oving  in be fore  Trish started to  relax. The m ove, a lthough 

stressful at first, proved to  be a g o o d  th in g  fo r Trish. "She's m uch m ore com forta b le  

around pe op le  now  than be fore  he entered m y life," Pu says.

Two years after her a d op tion , Pu no ticed a small lesion on Trish's nose. A lth o u g h  she 

first th o u g h t it was a bug b ite  o r scratch, it d id n 't go  away. Even th o u g h  bo th  Pu and 

Trish's vet d id n 't th in k  it was anyth ing serious, th e y  had the  lesion surg ically  rem oved 

and b iopsied.

It was canine m elanom a.

Trish im m edia te ly  g o t ad d itiona l surgery to  rem ove the area around it and received 

canine m elanom a im m unotherapy, Pu says. Trish is now  cancer-free and on a six- 

m onth recheck and im m uno the rapy schedule.



In a d d itio n  to  living a com fortab le , cancer-free life at hom e w ith  Pu, Trish can add d o g  

m ode l to  her resume. "O n a lark, I sub m itte d  Trish [fo r Am erica's Top Dog M o de l] 

because everyone w ho has ever seen Trish th in k  she's to ta lly  cute and adorable ," Pu 

says. "And she actually becam e a fina lis t and Ms. S ep tem ber fo r  A m erica's Top Dog  

M odel 2018 ca lendar!"

N o t bad fo r a d o g  th a t was once w ithdraw n from  the w orld .
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